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5.

The Soviet Military Mission in Czechoslovakia is attached to the Czechoslovak
Ministry of National Defense and headed by a Soviet general (name unknown), who

is in fact one of the deputies to the Minister of National Defense, Alexej Cepicka,

A Soviet officer of general's rank is attached to each department of the fcneral
Staff (Oddeleni hl,.stabu), to each combat arm command of the General Staff
(Velitelstvi zbrani), and to all sections of the Ministry of National Defensc.

A number of Soviet officers are also- attached to the zbove departments and sections,
the largest number being with the 2nd Department of the Generzl Staf” (Intelligence),
where all memoranda and documents have to be produced in both languages. These 1
Soviet officers wear Czech Army uniforms. They do not use their resl ncmes end ct
conferences are called by their first nemes and petronymics. Prof. Peliken of the
Czech Radio gives many of these officers intensive courses of Czech. 25X1

At the Military District HQ in Prague there are three Soviet generzls snd = lorge
number of high ranking Soviet officers, Seversl officers sre zlso attached to ezch
corps HQ, and there is a Soviet officer (generzl or colonel) at esch divisionsl

HQ. Soviet instructors of officer's rank are attached to 211 training centers such
as Strasice, Mimon, Cisarsky Les, and to all special military establishments end
institutes,
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e Uzechoslovak Atmy in February 1954 was 4,800, 25X1
The duties of the Soviet Military Mission are to reorganize the Czechoslovek Army
entirely on Soviet lines as regards organization, training, tactics, weapons,
military doctrine and all other aspects. At training centers the Soviet officers

act as instructors on Soviet weapons and equipment. They do not hold commend
appointments but act as advisers and critics to the Czech commenders.

The Mission is administered by the Ministry of National Defensc, which has = specicl
personnel unit for this purpose attached to its personrel section, This unit is
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elso headed by a Soviet general. It has nothing to do with the Soviet Embessy,
and its personnel do not report their arrival or departure there,

There are no Soviet unite in Czechoslovakia except the troops which guard the
section of the railwey 1'ne between Clerna (Cerna-N 46--26, E 22--06) and
Slovenske Nove Mesto (W 4€-24, B 21-40),

Senior Soviet officers in Prague who have their families with them live mainly

in villas in the Bubenec end Letna sectiomsof the city. A number of those without
families ere accommodeted in the building formerly celled Stefenikuv dum in
Sokolske trida, Prague 2. Some 40 to 50 Tatra passenger cars with military )

and civilian license plates transport the Russians from Stefanikuv dum to verious
parts of the city.

Junior Soviet officers are billeted in the barracks, where special buildings have
been erected for them. Sixty Russian officers are accommodated in the Vrsovice
Barracks in Prague, formerly the barracks of the 28th Infantry Regiment.

In February 1954, houses and apartments were requisitioned by the military housing
authorities in the Bubenec area between Cechova ulice, Stromovka, and frrmer
Podbabska streets, All apartment owners, except Party members and high govern-
ment officials, were to be moved from there to Smichov (Hrebenky) and Podbaba to
meke room for Soviet officers who were to be concentrated here. This was being
done under a scheme called Action (Akce) B=70, under which 70,000 families were

to be moved within or out of Prague within six months. Up to February 1954 over
5,000 hed been moved. The actual execution of the move (transporting of furniture,
etc.) was by Czech Army transport and persomnel.
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5.

It is believed that the report, although baéically true, contains exaggerated 25X1

assertions, especially as far as the number of Soviet officers present in
Czechoslovakia is concerned,

The Soviet Militery Mission to Czechoslovakia is believed to be headed by the 25X1
Soviet military sttache. All Soviet military advisers are believed to be
subordinated to the Soviet Militery Mission and to attend regular meetings in
Prague inorder to report on their work and receive new instructions.

If this report were accurate, there would be about 30 Soviet generals attached to
the Ministry of National Defense and the General Staff alone, which is improbeble,
However, there may be a liaison group between the Soviet Mission and the Ministry
of Nationel Defense and the General Staff. It is not believed that Soviet Army
officers wear Czechoslovak uniforms as a concealment or for any other reason.

Militery districts, corps, end divisional HQ's each haveé a high ranking Soviet
officer, usually a colonel, attached ss a military adviser, If there were three
Soviet generals and a large number of high ranking Soviet officers at the
Militery District HQ in Prague, there would be more Soviet high ranking cofficers
than Czech ones at this HQ, which does not seem plausible.

Czechoslovak military schools and important institutes have also Soviet militery
advisers attached to them, usually one per unit. The training centers as such
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do not have Soviet military edvisers, bee¢ause they have no organic units. They
consist of areas which, for most of the year, are administered by a smell number
of administrative personnel and guerded by guard detachments.

The total number of Soviet officers present in Czechoslovakia is estimated at
somewhere between 100 and 250,

It is not believed that there are any Soviet troops stationed in Czechoslorzkia,
The presence of a Soviet guard detachment of the railroad line section betwsen
Cierna nad Tisou and Slovenske Nove Mesto is doubted, cs Russian trains cannot
go beyond Cierna nad Tisou because of the difference in gauge.

The requisitioning of houses by the militery authorities also appears exag-
gerated. While many thousands of families have been forcibly moved cut of
Prague, this was not done primarily to acquire military *~using, but rether
to relieve the acute housing shortage and to get rid of the politically
unreliasble population from the center of government administration,
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